
Grampian Orienteers Chairman’s report Dec 2014 

2014 has been another busy year for the club with Wednesday evening events through the year; Night 

O, Street O, Forest Sprint, Summer Series, Urban sprint, Street O and back to Night O. Weekend events 

included our major event at Forvie, a Scottish Urban League race, a two day mountain marathon, 5 

colour coded and 2 minor events. 

These events take a lot of preparation, planning and organizing and I would like to thank all those who 

organized, planned or controlled an event this year. Behind the scenes Helen Rowlands does a great job 

of encouraging volunteers to fill these jobs and later on there will be an opportunity to sign up for 

events for next year. Especial thanks go to Jayne McGregor and Ian Searle for organising and planning 

the Race the Castles event at Forvie, which incorporated the Senior Home International relays and the 

Northern Lights. The event was more challenging than other big events because there was no 

established template for this one off series. 

The other big event this year was the Grampian Mountain Challenge (GMC); the third time we have 

organized this biennial event. This year’s event was in the Glenshee area and had a fully subscribed with 

about 100 competitors, with a mix of orienteers, hill runners and other outdoor types. Thanks here go to 

Sean O’Sullivan, Ian Searle and Ian Hamilton for planning, organizing and controlling the event. 

Also of significance this year was the launch of the Grampian Adventure Challenge (GAC). This is a 

corporate series, run along with the first half of the summer series. We had 27 competitors and 98 runs. 

Thanks to John Lang for leading the initiative and we look forward to growing this with more companies 

next year, so pass the message on that it is happening and get some more teams signed up. 

In addition to our event programme we have had a coaching programme this year coordinated by Anne 

Hickling, with additional junior training coordinated by Caroline. Thanks to the coaching team for all 

their hard work. 

An exciting development for us all over the last year or so, is the establishment of the Aberdeen 

University Orienteering Club. With enthusiastic leadership from Finnish student Janne the club has a 

minibus full of active members. I would ask Gramp members to offer assistance to the university club to 

help in any way we can; offer lifts, provide encouragement, suggest orienteering opportunities and 

invite them along. 

With no Telegramp, the role of the website has been even more important this year. Rachel does an 

outstanding job of keeping it up to date, relevant and entertaining. We are trying to use the Gramp 

Facebook page to extend our reach, so pass on the message to Facebook users. 

The club has a significant number of volunteers who help on the committee, with event arrangements 

and a wide range of other roles. Many club members also support SOA, Scotjos, the 6 days company or 

wider orienteering activity, I would like to thank everyone for all their help with club and wider 

orienteering activities.  

Two roles for which we need help just now are child protection (as Sean is standing down) and someone 

to coordinate marketing/publicity, to promote the clubs activities to reach a wider audience. Let me 

know if you could help with one of these roles or in another area. 



Next year we have a similar programme of events planned, slightly consolidated to avoid overlap of the 

Forest Sprint with Summer Series and reduce the number of Colour coded events. We also have a SOL in 

May and the first day of the Scottish 6 Days to deliver. The committee recognises that the events 

programme requires significant volunteer effort and that much of that effort comes from a team of 

regulars. Widening the base of helpers and attracting new members is important to make this 

sustainable. 

With the World Orienteering Championships in Inverness in 2015, there is a unique opportunity to 

promote orienteering and attract new members. Whilst we recognise this, and have suggested that SOA 

provide some marketing support for clubs, and are seeking a club volunteer to help coordinate our 

publicity, there is still much to do. 

So going forwards we have an exciting programme of events for 2015; the opportunity of WOC and the 

Scottish 6 days; the corporate invitation for the Grampian Adventure Challenge and lots of other 

activities. 

The club is pleased to announce the award of £100 to the AUOC. 

I would like to express my appreciation for committee’s and member’s support in my role of Chairman. 

Enjoy your orienteering and have a great festive season, Sam 

 

 


